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To Build a Fire
The man eventually dies of freezing after a series of attempts to build a simple fire to warm his legs that had become numb. The man's act of trying to beat nature against all the odds is something that is not new to many people in this world today. We dwell in a world that is riddled with all forms of calamities that never knock your door to alert that they are coming. You might have taken a nap, maybe gone for a walk, or even had gone to bury your loved, and suddenly the calamity strikes. Extreme weather conditions, earthquakes, tornadoes, and volcanoes, among many other disasters, have, over the years, continued to ravage us, but at least some mitigations have been put in place to help reduce the severity.
The man in the short story To Build a Fire would have survived the extreme cold today. The story was written in 1902, when the world had not advanced that much and finding clothes that would help one get through that cold would not be that easy (London n.p). Besides that, the man's inability to build a fire does show that the means by which he wanted to light up the fire somehow archaic compared to today's method. Based on the story's description of the man, it is clear that he knew what he was getting into, and thus, he wouldn't have just walked out and started his journey to the camp without gearing up for the cold. He took whatever he thought would be helpful in the journey, but unfortunately, they were insufficient to help him conquer the cold. There are many tools that can help such an individual to endure the cold in today's world. There are easier ways of building fire that would have enabled the man to warm up if needed.
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